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Principal Notes 

It is the time our seniors 

start thinking about the 

last few months of their 

high school careers.  As 

parents/guardians it is 

critical for you to monitor grades and 

attendance, encourage your child to finish 

strong and not to fall into the temptation of 

“senioritis.”  A high school diploma can open 

many doors in your future.  There are many 

opportunistic pathways ahead of you.  Seniors, 

keep your eye on the prize and finish strong.   

 

No School 

Dickinson High School will 

not be in session on 

March 4. This is a great 

time to schedule 

appointments.   

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 

Mar 3 Senior Pictures Due 
Mar 4 No School  
Mar 8 ACT Test day for ALL juniors 
Mar 9 P/T Conferences 
Mar 16 P/T Conferences 
Mar 25                Early Release at  
 
  

DHS Prom 

Prom for Dickinson High School is Saturday, 

April 2, 2022.  Grand March will be divided into 

two groups.  The first group, the Prom couple 

and ticketed guests, for Grand March will begin 

at 7:00pm.  When the first group is done, we 

will take a half hour to clear the gym.  The 

second group, the Prom couple and ticketed 

guests will begin Grand March tentatively at 

8:30pm.  More details to come.  Ticketed 

guests will be asked to leave immediately 

following Grand March.  No one will be 

allowed on the floor other than the Prom 

couples.   We are setting up a time for parents 

to take pictures the afternoon of the Prom 

between 2:00pm and 5:00pm in the gym.  

Parents sign up in ten minute increments to 

take pictures of their child and date in 

decorated gym.  A letter with more details will 

be sent to all ticketed students and parents 

soon.  

Senior Picture Deadline and Guidelines 

Now that your son or 

daughter is a senior, it is 

time to have senior 

pictures taken.  Deadline 

to submit a photo is Thursday, March 3, 2022. 

Senior pictures are required to be Digital proofs 

and e-mailed to Mrs. Privratsky, 

nprivratsky@dpsnd.org. 
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Only one photo, please.  This photo will be 

submitted to the yearbook and newspaper.   

Yearbook Photo Policy – senior photos must be 

of the senior only and may not be indecent or 

obscene in nature.  No yearbook photos may 

contain any illegal items including alcohol, 

cigarettes or weapons of any kind. 

Graduation 

Another year is nearly 

complete at Dickinson High 

School, and we have begun 

planning the commencement 

ceremony to recognize and 

honor the Class of 2022.  

Graduation is a milestone and the start of a new 

period in the lives of our students.   

In 2020, we started a new tradition by holding 

an outdoor commencement ceremony at the 

Biesiot Activity Center (BAC) on the Dickinson 

State University campus, allowing us to 

accommodate all friends and family.  We will 

continue that tradition and honor our graduates 

with an outdoor ceremony at the BAC on 

Sunday, May 29 at 1:00 pm, as long as Mother 

Nature cooperates. The ceremony is scheduled 

to last around an hour.  

As we know, North Dakota has unpredictable 

weather, so plans are subject to change if there 

is unavoidable inclement weather. If the 

conditions do not cooperate, we may need to 

adjust the time for commencement or, worst-

case scenario, move the event indoors to the 

DHS gymnasium.  

If moved to the high school, we will attempt to 

hold the ceremony as planned at 1:00 pm.   

With limited seating, we will have to limit 

attendance.  Four tickets will be given to 

families of our seniors for admittance into the 

DHS gym. We plan to distribute tickets at the 

graduation rehearsal.  

We will communicate any change in plans 

through local radio stations, social media, email, 

and the school's Remind app. 

We will provide more details on graduation as 

we get closer to May 29. 

Please keep your fingers crossed for nice 

weather. 

Early Release Day 

On Friday, March 25, students will be released 

at 1:00.  Busses will also be running at that 

time.  The afternoon will be spent on 

professional development for teachers.   

Testing Season 

We are entering into testing season.  During 

March and April we will be fulfilling our state 

testing requirements.  On March 8, we will be 

administering the ACT test to all our juniors.  

This test is paid for by the state. The ACT is an 

important test for Dickinson High School and its 

students.  This test is an indicator for how we 

are doing as a school and it is also used for 

admittance into some dual credit classes for 

students.  This year we are also using the ACT 

for our state assessment.  We are going to be 

using the PreACT as our assessment for the 

sophomores and freshmen.  This will help our 

students prepare for the ACT their junior year.  

We will administer those tests in April.  The 

state is also requiring all sophomores to take 

the ND State Assessment Science test.  We are 

planning to do that test in April too. 

Student Recognitions  

Congratulations to the following student for 

receiving some academic awards:  

Alexandra Smith – National Merit Scholar 
finalist, U.S. Presidential Scholars Program 
finalist, ND Academic Silver Team member 
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Alan (AJ) Ash - U.S. Presidential Scholars 
Program finalist, ND Academic Silver Team 
member 
Alyssa Haider - U.S. Presidential Scholars 
Program finalist, ND Academic Bronze Team 
member 
Luke Mavity - U.S. Presidential Scholars 
Program finalist 
Troy Berg - U.S. Presidential Scholars Program 
finalist 
Grant Bittner - ND Academic Honorable 
Mention 
Grace Dahl - ND Academic Honorable Mention 
 

We also would like to congratulate the DHS 

gymnasts for winning a state championship this 

past weekend.  The dynasty continues.  We also 

would like to recognize Amy Fridley as the state 

vault champion. 

Staff in Action 

The following staff members were recognized 

by their fellow staff: 

FRED 

PREYER 

Custodian 

This guy... so on top of every 

request i have ever sent his 

direction. He is responsive and 

communicative and 

approachable while diligent in 

executing his tasks. 

Martha 

Sifuentes 

Spanish 

Teacher 

Very focused on doing and 

giving her best. She is very 

reflective and concerned that 

her students get her 1000% 

Courtney 

Sadowsky 

Health 

Science 

Teacher 

Courtney is a new teacher with 

a huge passion for making 

learning engaging and fun! She 

is doing an outstanding job 

making connections with 

students!  

Jay 

Schobinger 

Math Teacher 

He will ALWAYS take time to 

help a student during class time 

or away from class time. Room 

903 has students in it before 

school, at lunch, and after 

school.  

Angie, 

Candace, 

Shonah, 

Annette, 

Tracy, and 

Nilkki 

Admin 

Assistances 

Angie, Candace, Shonah, 

Annette, Tracy, and Nilkki care 

about fellow staff members (and 

their families) so much! We are 

so fortunate to have these 

ladies in our office! 

Sheila 

Hlibichuk 

ELA Teacher 

Super caring teacher and 

person! 

Jamie 

Blankenship 

Special Ed. 

Teacher 

 

Jamie has been a great partner 

within the freshman academy 

for all students. She is willing to 

help in and out of the 

classroom, working 1:1 with any 

student, and overall being a 

great teammate to me as a 

general classroom teacher. It 

feels like we are both working 

towards the same goals, all 

learners succeeding. 

Leanne 

Smutzler 

Math Teacher  

A student stopped by my office 

because he recently lost a 

family member. I offered to visit 

with him (or to find his 

counselor), but he requested to 

speak to Leanne. He felt like 

she would really understand 

what he is going through and he 

said he feels very comfortable 

with her. Leanne took the time 

out of her prep period (on a day 

she also had a meeting) to talk 

with the student. To me, that is 

absolutely going above and 

beyond. Those connections with 

students are so important and I 

really appreciated her 

willingness to support him. 

Jim Fahy 

Mr. Fahy continues to lead 

National Honor Society in 

opportunities for leadership and 
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Social 

Science 

Teacher 

serving the community. He also 

is willing to take on leadership 

positions himself in the 

Academy and in guiding 

coalition.  

Jeanine 

Schmidt and 

Deb Unruh 

Transition 

Coordinator 

and assistant  

They both helped so much in 

my get a job unit. They showed 

me new tools that I can use for 

future classes to help prepare 

students for the adult world. 

Thank you ladies!  

Pete Dobitz 

Science 

Teacher 

Pete brings a wealth of 

knowledge and experience to 

the science department at DHS. 

He works hard to develop 

relationships with his students. 

As a coworker he is a team 

player, always willing to lend a 

hand where needed.  

Angela Main 

Library Para 

She has such a great bond with 

all the kids that go into the 

library. She takes the extra step 

to get to know and build a 

strong relationship with them. 

Way to go!  

Jim Fahy 

Social 

Science 

Teacher 

Jim did a great job presenting to 

school board informing them on 

the late start Wednesday 

proposal.  

Rachael 

Sisson 

Special Ed. 

Teacher 

Rachael did a great job 

presenting to school board 

informing them on the late start 

Wednesday proposal.  

JIM FAHY 

Social 

Science 

Teacher 

I appreciate Jim's leadership, 

level headedness and 

willingness to work toward 

solutions for positive outcomes 

to any and all situations.  

Kim Goodall 

ELA Teacher 

I do not have many 

opportunities to brush shoulders 

with Kim, but EVERY time I see 

her doing her job, pouring 

herself into students, interacting 

with staff and visitors in our 

building, I am thoroughly 

impressed. She is a leader and 

a positive influence in our 

school.  

Tammy 

Sadowsky 

ALC Teacher 

Tammy never gives up! She is a 

constant at DHS! She works 

with our students from the 

moment she walks in the school 

until the ALC doors shut in the 

afternoon. She is an example of 

someone that is using her gifts 

to influence an up and coming 

generation. So impressed. 

Randy 

Cranston 

Dean of 

Students 

Every interaction I have with Mr. 

Cranston is an opportunity to 

learn about leadership. I have 

sat in his office with students 

that need guidance and a vote 

of confidence. Each interaction 

with him is an opportunity for 

me to watch someone that 

knows how to deliver tough 

messages in a way that 

students are able to receive and 

not be threatened. I appreciate 

that! Additionally, he is 

ALWAYS in the hallways 

interacting with students! 

Terese 

Kubacher  

ELA Teacher 

Terese’s caring heart towards 

students is very evident. She 

stays after school to help 

students and she kindly 

addresses discipline issues in a 

private manner with the student.  

Terese 

Kuhbacher 

ELA Teacher 

Terese always has a smile on 

her face at work and is such a 

genuinely nice person! She is 

doing an amazing job her first 

year.  

Kelly Olson 

Business 

Teacher 

Kelly is always looking for fun 

new ways to have students 

enjoy coming to school. I love 

that she does auctions in her 

class and find a way to 

celebrate each student! 
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Alyssa 

Rushton 

FACS 

Teacher 

Alyssa, as a first year teacher, 

shows professionalism and 

great concern for her classes, 

students, and co-workers. She 

has been a great addition to the 

DHS faculty.  

Deb Unruh 

Transition 

Coordinator 

Deb’s connections with 

community businesses, as well 

as state wide and community 

providers, have provided DHS 

students with many important 

opportunities. She has helped 

them access the tools they 

need to succeed, as well as 

working with them to develop a 

plan for what they would like to 

do once they finish high school. 

Think of how much better our 

world would be if everyone 

dedicated themselves to 

providing this level of 

assistance and hope to our 

students with challenges. 

Thanks Deb for being YOU! 

 

The February Staff in Action winners were Jim 

Fahy, Tammy Sadowsky, Terese Kubacher, and 

Kim Goodall. 


