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Overview

Southwest Community High School {SWCHS) is currently in its 14" year of operation. SWCHS staff
focuses on individualized instruction for each student, allowing us to meet students’ needs on an
student by student, skill by skill basis. SWCHS embrarces the philosophy that by being relentlessly
positive to students and teaching responsibility and character development on a daily basis will enable
students to find success as well as have an enriched school experience. The individualized instruction
allows staff to keep students academically accountable, as well as holding students accountable for their
behavior. In 2013-2014 staff SWCHS has summaed up its purpose in a daily job description. All staff

collaboration and in-service decisions operate around how we can best accomplish this job. The

following is SWCHS daily job description.




graduation. A student has the opportunity to finish most classes offered at SWCHS within 21 days.
However, science classes require 26 days. SWCHS is also in its 6th year of offering expanded core and
elective classes through Jefferson County Eschool. Eschool allows SWCHS to offer expanded course

options to students that otherwise could not be offered due staffing restrictions.

Collahoration

The SWCHS staff works closely with DHS administration and counseling staff to properly identify and aid
students who are in need of another option such as SWCHS for their educational needs. DHS
administration works closely with SWCHS to ensure placement in SWCHS is based on the needs of the

individual students. DHS and SWCHS also collaborate on curriculum development whenever possible.

Accountability and Parent Communication

SWCHS continues to use a graduation planner through EduTech’s powerschool. This plan enables
parents and students to access their “Graduation Plan” from SWCHS. This plan allows for parents to
track their student’s progress towards graduation. The plan allows parents and students to see ’Fheir
current grades, classes that they are currently enrolled in and classes they have already taken. It also
gives students the exact number of credits needed to graduate. The program is updated immediately
when a credit is issued. This allows parents and students to see their progress towards graduation
immediately when a course is finished. In Attendance matters, Parent contact is made immediately by

phone or email if a student does not show up for school that day so that constant communication is

maintained regarding student attendance.



21° Century Technology @ SWCHS

We currently have 12 laptops that students have access to use in the curriculum at SWCHS. SWCHS staff
has spent a great deal of time finding ways to use technology to enagage our students on a daily basis.
Each staff member is developing an interactive website (blog site) that allows students to engage and
respond to material placed into the site from the teacher. Student comments posted on the site are sent
to the teachers via email. This allows SWCHS to help promote student engagement via 21* century
technology. This allows teachers a real time response to students when the post to an online thread or
comment on material put on the site by the teacher. It allows teachers to get into better dialogue

opportunities with students which will lead to a better depth of knowledge for the individual student.



SWCHS AT A GLANCE
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20% of SWCHS are single parent or with child
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17% of SWCHS are living on their own
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